
1/7/10 - Rep. Halvorson: “Use Common Sense, Keep the Locks Open”

Working to protect jobs and local businesses, Rep. Debbie Halvorson (IL-11) joined members of
the Illinois Congressional delegation in calling for Chicago-area shipping locks to remain open
while finding a balanced, measured solution to the influx of invasive species into the Great
Lakes region.  

"While I fully understand the threat invasive species pose to our environment, we simply cannot
risk putting more people out of work at a time when we're fighting to get our economy back on
track-especially without a guarantee that closing the locks would prevent carp from getting to
the Lakes" said Halvorson. "I'm proud to stand with the Obama administration, state leaders,
and the vast majority of the Illinois Congressional Delegation in supporting our local businesses
and families by calling to keep the locks open. There are common sense solutions to this
problem, and together we can work to find common ground and achieve them."

  

In 2008 over 6.9 million tons of goods transited through the Chicago and O'Brien Locks and
8,500 jobs are related to port activities at these two locks. Many products critical to the region,
including road salt, home heating fuel, and aircraft deicing fluids, in addition to goods utilized by
the manufacturing and agricultural communities are transported through the locks. Closure of
the locks would force these goods to be transported by truck on the Chicago area's already
congested roadways, increasing traffic and emissions, and posing a safety issue. Additionally,
closing the locks would put areas of Chicago, including downtown, at great risk for flooding and
sewage leaks.

  

Halvorson joined Congresswoman Judy Biggert (IL-13) in leading a letter in support of calls to
keep the locks open, which 20 members of the Illinois Congressional Delegation signed.  The
letter went to Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan, and also commended Madigan's efforts to
prevent the closure of the locks.
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